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VT HALTER MARINE HOLDS KEEL LAYING CEREMONY FOR  
EGYPTIAN NAVY FAST MISSILE CRAFT  

 
Pascagoula, MS, 7 April, 2010 – VT Halter Marine Inc. (VT Halter Marine), a subsidiary of VT Systems 

Inc. (VT Systems), proudly held the laying of the keel ceremony today for the first of four Egyptian Navy 

Fast Missile Craft (EN FMC) currently under construction for the US Navy. The EN FMC project is 

valued at approximately US$807m. 

“The U.S. Navy‟s procurement of these ships for our Egyptian partners represents a commitment to 

continued cooperation between the United States and Egypt,” said U.S. Navy Rear Admiral Bill Landay, 

Program Executive Officer for ships. PEO Ships is managing the acquisition of the Fast Missile Craft on 

behalf of the Egyptian Navy.   

A long-standing tradition, the keel laying marks the ceremonial beginning of the ship‟s construction. 

Forming the backbone of a ship, the keel is the first part of the vessel to be constructed.  The key part of 

the ceremony was the “Authentication of the Keel” which symbolizes the verification of the keel being 

„truly and fairly laid‟.  Delivering that honor was the Ship Authenticator, Vice Admiral Mohab Mameesh, 

Commander-in-Chief, Egyptian Navy.  The Vice Admiral‟s signature was welded into the keel of the EN 

FMC memorializing this milestone. 

The first EN FMC is expected to be delivered in mid 2012.  The Fast Missile Craft vessels are designed 

to perform coastal patrol, surveillance, interdiction, surface strike, and naval battle group support for the 

21st century.  These vessels will allow the Republic of Egypt to maintain the security of its coastal 

regions for both itself and friendly countries, while denying access to the areas by any potential 

adversaries. The vessels will be approximately 62m in length and will incorporate ship signature control 

technology. High speed and maneuverability are two of the ship‟s primary assets to fulfill these roles. 

The vessels will also incorporate numerous combat system assets and electronic sensors that give them 

capabilities in anti-aircraft, anti-surface, and electronic warfare. 

 “The keel laying ceremony marks a major milestone event in the construction schedule for the first of 

four EN FMC.  We are pleased that construction is underway for this very significant program.” 

~Bill SKINNER 
Chief Executive Officer, VT Halter Marine 



 

 
 

***** 

VT Halter Marine, the marine operations of VT Systems, is based in Pascagoula, Mississippi and is a 
leader in the design and construction of medium-sized ships in the United States. VT Halter Marine 
designs, builds and repairs a wide variety of ocean-going vessels such as patrol vessels, oil recovery 
vessels, oil cargo vessels, ferries, logistic support vessels and survey vessels.  Please visit 
www.vthaltermarine.com. 
 
VT Systems is a diversified company providing solutions to the commercial and government markets in 
the aerospace, electronics, land systems and marine sectors.  VT Systems products and services 
include aircraft inspection, maintenance and modification; software solutions in training and simulation; 
satellite-based IP communications technology; network solutions that integrate data, voice and video; 
rugged computers and computer peripheral equipment; specialized truck bodies and trailers; weapons 
and munitions systems; road construction equipment; and shipbuilding.   Headquartered in Alexandria, 
Va., VT Systems operates globally and is a wholly owned subsidiary of ST Engineering.  Please visit 
www.vt-systems.com. 
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